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Lesson 5 Routes of Exploration to the Americas

Introduction p.88

Look closely at the map, list 3 lands or waters
that were explored.
1.

2.

3.
What countries did explorers come from?

Where were they heading to?

What were the effects of European exploration in the Americas? Name three positives and three negatives.

POSITIVES NEGATIVES

Draw a line to match the vocabulary word to its definition.

colony

conquistador

contagious disease

East Indies

Northwest Passage

● a sickness that can pass quickly

● Southeast Asia, including modern-day India

● the supposed route across the northern part of North America

● a community ruled by another country

● Spanish explorer who claimed land for Spain



1. Christopher Columbus p.92-94

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Vocabulary
● East Indies

● Conquistador

● Colonies

Reading Check
Write 2 true statements about Columbus.

1.

2.

Analyze the 3 images. What can be concluded about Columbus’ relationship
with the Native people?



2. John Cabot p.96

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Vocabulary
● merchant

● explore

● voyage

Reading Check
What part of NorthAmerica did John
Cabot reach on June 24,1497?

Analyze the drawing. What can we conclude
about Cabot’s voyage?



3. Juan Ponce de León p.98
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3.

4.

5.

Vocabulary
● Caribbean

● “fountain of youth”

● resented

Reading Check

Juan Ponce de León hoped to
discover________ on the present-day
island of________. He soon heard of a
"fountain of________and searched the
island for it. Then he sailed
for________and claimed that land
for________.

Analyze the drawing. What ideas from the text
does it illustrate?

1.

2.

3.



4. Hernán Cortés p.100

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Vocabulary

● Aztecs

● emperor

● contagious disease

Reading Check
Which statements are true about Cortés's
conquest of the Aztecs?
1.

2.

3.

Analyze the drawing and the poem, what can we
conclude about Cortes’ time among the Aztecs?

We are crushed to the ground; we lie in ruins.
There is nothing but grief and suffering in Mexico and
Tlatelolco, where once we saw beauty and valor.

Answer-



5. Jacques Cartier p.102

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Vocabulary

● claimed

● riches

● permanent settlers

Reading Check

Jacques Cartier never found the Northwest
Passage, but he did…

Analyze the drawing and its caption. Describe
the relationship between Cartier and the Native
Americans.



6. Francisco Vásquez de Coronado p.104

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Vocabulary

● Spanish conquistador

● gold

● priests

Reading Check
Francisco Vásquez de ________came to the New
World looking for one of the________of Gold.
He looked all over, but was never able to find
any________ He returned to________ in
disgrace. However,________thought that his
mission was a________because it gave them the
opportunity to spread Christianity.

Analyze the drawing and its caption. What do
we learn about the motive, or reason Vasquez
came to the Americas?



7. Henry Hudson p.106

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Vocabulary

● Dutch East India Company

● Northwest Passage

● rebelled

Reading Check

What did Henry Hudson explore in the New
World?

the Northwest Passage
the Pacific Ocean
the Atlantic coast
the St. Lawrence River

Analyze the drawing and its caption. How was
Hudson incorrect about his voyage?



8. Robert de La Salle p.108

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Vocabulary

● nobleman

● fur trader

● finance

● region

● claim

Reading Check

Choose all the true statements about French
explorer Robert Cavelier de La Salle.

He wanted to create a French empire in North
America.

The French king required La Salle to fund his own
explorations.

He wanted to establish a sea route from France to
the Pacific Ocean.

La Salle had given France a claim to the entire
Mississippi Valley.

He died after returning to France and sharing his
riches with the king.

Analyze the drawing and its caption. How do
they explain why explorers came to America?


